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Ee Style 531 


With base spherically curved to 
conform to cab, car top or fender. 


For no, of feet ahead they know you're 
coming when apparatus is equipped with Akr- 
O-Lite. The penetrating, oscillating red beam 
of light sweeps the pavement. Tne attention- 
compelling red flasher winks—and the effect 
warns traffic for as much as a mile ahead. 
For safety —for efficiency 
—your apparatus should 
be equipped with Akr-O- 
Lite. Write today for com- 
plete information. 

Style 530 

FIREMAN FREDDIE SAYS: To 


With regular base. speed safely in the dark night, just 
clear the way with Akr-O-Lite. 


AKRON BRASS MFG. COMPANY, INC., WOOSTER, OHIO 


MUD ANAT TROD TH OR 


FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT 
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Fight Fire the Modern, More Effective Way 
with FIRE-SNUFFER NOZZLES 


and StrauglcAIR FOAM 


Not every type of nozzle can deliver foam 


FIRE-SNUFFER NOZZLES are 


handle this 


effectivels ° 


specially designed to war-tested 
| 


fire-fighting agent. And the foam they deliver 


FIRE-SNUFFER 


NOZZLES are light, easy to clean and handle 


is of uniform consistency. 
and available in standard sizes from 24% GPM 


to 250 GPM. 


StrangleAIR FOAM is white, odorless, non-toxic, 


N ] 
VEAL GLE | \ 


AIM ° 


For prompt, detailed information 


fill in coupon and mail today. 





clean and safe to handle or store. It sticks to 
burning surface and lasts for hours. Strangle AIR 
eliminates flashbacks and prevents formation of 
noxious or dangerous fumes. It reduces heat 
rapidly and makes it possible for firemen to get 


to the blaze. 


Cut fire losses and smoke accidents with FIRE- 
SNUFFER NOZZLES which may be ordered 


through fire appliance supply houses. 


Please send me illustrated Bulletin 75. 








Name 
Fire Dept. 
Address. 
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AMERICAN DIE & TOOL COMPANY, INC., East Reading, Pennsylvania 
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HE COVER PICTURE this month (Press Association, 

Inc.) was taken at the La Salle Hotel fire in Chicago in 
which sixty-one persons perished. Numerous people may be 
seen awaiting rescue. It is estimated that at least two-thirds 
of the fatalities were due to fear and panic which caused 
occupants to jump to their death or to attempt an unsuccess- 
ful escape through flame-swept corridors. 

Chief factors in the large toll of life were the open stair- 
ways that permitted flames to sweep upward from the lobby, 
serious delay on the part of the employees before the fire 
department was called, and the rapid spread of flames 
through the combustible interior trim of the supposedly fire- 
resistive building. Additional pictures appear on pages 8 and 
9. A more detailed report is being prepared for the NFPA 
July Quarterly. 





U CENSUS BUREAU MORTALITY  STA- 

e TISTICS classify fire deaths under two head- 
ings, ‘‘conflagrations” and “‘burns.’’ These do not include all 
deaths that result from fire, because indirect fatalities, such 
as the death of firemen responding to alarms, would be 
classified under headings such as ‘“‘traffic accidents.’’ Con- 
flagrations and burns annually account for some 7,000 to 
8,000 of the estimated 10,000 fire fatalities in the United 
States 

A statistical bulletin recently published by the Metro- 
politan Life Insurance Company reports death rates per 
100,000 population from various types of accidents, includ- 
ing conflagrations and burns as indicated by Census Bureau 
data. Based upon the experience reported for the years 1939 
to 1940, fire deaths under these classifications totaled 5.3 
persons per 100,000 population. 

Fire fatality rates in the forty-eight states varied from a 
high of 14.1 fire deaths per 100,000 population in Nevada to 
a low of 2.5 deaths per 100,000 in South Dakota. There was 
a marked difference in the fire death rates of various geo- 
graphical sections of the United States. As would be ex- 
pected, states and areas having the best public fire protection 
and most highly trained firemen, the most effective fire safety 
regulations and fire prevention programs, and the best 
structural conditions experienced the fewest fire deaths on a 
basis of population, even though these areas included the 
most congested regions of the country. 

The safest area, from a fire safety standpoint, was the 
Middle Atlantic group of states of New York, New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania which together averaged 4.0 fire deaths 
per 100,000 population. The New England and Pacific 
Coast regions tied for second place with 4.3 fire deaths per 
100,000. The Great Lakes states had 4.4 fire fatalities. The 
West North Central states had 4.9 fire fatalities. Mountain 
states averaged 6.1. West South Central states from 
Louisiana to Texas averaged 6.8. South Atlantic states from 
Delaware to Florida had 7.2 fire deaths. The East South 
Central states from Mississippi to Kentucky averaged 8.6 
fire fatalities. In each group some states had better records 
than their neighbors. 

States with the worst fire fatality records were Nevada 
with 14.1 deaths per 100,000, Mississippi with 13.4, and 
South Carolina with 9.0 fire deaths. While even the best 
record of 2.5 fire deaths per 100,000 population is too high, 
this study should indicate that efforts spent in fire protec- 
tion and prevention does help to reduce the number of fatal 
fires. It is the goal of all fire fighters to reduce greatly the 
suffering caused by fire and to reduce steadily the fire fatal- 
ity record of their own state. 


FIREMEN for July 1946 

























































































































































































































staiantneaaaitascteseitttacaaaeniiaittat attic 










50th Annual Meetigg of the NG 


- ale 3 
All Photographs by the Fay Photo Se 
Fire boat displays streams during NFPA convention cruise down Boston harbor. 


A view of one of the general sessions in the Above, left to right (1-4). 


shals’ Section on developments 
Imperial Ballroom, Boston’s Hotel Statler 


since the Cocoanut Grove fire. 


Chief Samuel J. Pope, presi- Commander Orville J. Emory, 


dent of the International As- USNR, described Japanese fire 
sociation of Fire Chiefs, spoke departments under air attacks. 
on the “‘Current Problems of . Chief Fire Marshal Anthony J. 


the Fire Service.”’ Mullaney, of Chicago, described 
Chief Edward N. Montgomery, his on-the-spot study of the 


Boston Bureau of Fire Preven- German fire departments under 
tion, addressed the Fire Mar- air attacks. 


HE golden anniversary of the NFPA was celebrated during a 

week-long convention at Boston’s Hotel Statler, June 3-7. Over 
one thousand members and guests attended the meeting which was 
highlighted by business sessions and forums, a golden anniversary 
dinner dance, and a cruise around Boston harbor. 


500 NFPA members cruised down 
Boston harbor past historic spots on 
the ‘‘S. S. Nantasket.” 














down 
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More than 1000 members attended various sessions of 


the NFPA Fiftieth Annual Meeting 


Two honorary life memberships in the NFPA were 
awarded to members who have served the Association 
since its inception. Honorary membership went to Charles 


B. McKinney of Providence, one of the seven founders 
of the NFPA in 1896. Henry Fiske, also of Providence, 
of the Grinnell Sprinkler Company and an active member 
of NFPA committees for some forty-five years, was also 
awarded the rare distinction 





Commander Sir Aylmer Firebrace, chief of Fire Staff, 


British National Fire Service, gave an illustrated talk 
highlighting the most dramatic episodes of Britain’s fire 
service in wartime. At the right of Sir Aylmer is NFPA 
Chief Engineer Horatio Bond who visited Britain twice 
during the war 


Engine 44, Boston Fire Department, pumping 
members 


Codman, Jr. (member NFPA). 


12,000 g.p.m. 
through seven large monitor nozzles as a demonstration for NFPA 
At the right, the Boston Fire Department display of 
ancient steam pumpers, arranged by Fire Commissioner Russell J. 


President Richard E. Ver- 
nor presented a clock to 
General Manager Percy 
Bugbee on the occasion 
of the latter’s completion 
of twenty-five years of 
service with the Associa- 
tion 


Fire Marshals E. A. Tay- 
lor, Oregon, Ralph R 
Moore, province of Al- 
berta, and Edward H. 
Whittemore, Massachu- 
setts, conducted a sym- 
posium on protection of 
homes for the aged and 
convalescent 


President Karl T. Comp 
ton, of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, 
who described plans for 
the atomic bomb tests 
on the Bikini Atoll, is 
photographed discussing 
the problem of fire at- 
tacks with General Man- 
ager Percy Bugbee and 
Major Forrest J. Sanborn, 
U.S. Strategic Bombing 
Survey. 
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La Salle Hotel 


= hotel fire tragedies are not 


uncommon, the nation was shocked by 


lounge 


the loss ol sixty-one lives as flames 


swept through Chicago’s supposedly 
fire-resistive La Salle 
12:15 A.M., 

While the origin has not been defi- 
nitely determined, fire was observed at 
at least three points near the cocktail 


Hotel at 
June 5. 


companies, 3 





Press Association, Inc 


The lobby was seething with flame when firemen arrived 
from a nearby station. Walnut veneer paneling and other 
combustible interior finishes provided ample fuel, although 
the main structural members of the hotel were of fire-re- 
sistive material, and undamaged. 


Flames spread up open stair shaft to corridors on the 
third, fourth and fifth floors, trapping occupants. Below 
is shown the third floor corridor where much of the loss 
of life occurred as guests attempted to flee their rooms. 
Rooms on the third and fourth floors were burned out, if 
doors and transoms were open. 


International 
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Hotel Holocausts = 


and elevator shaft before an 
alarm was telephoned to the fire de- 
partment at 12:35. Firemen found the 
entire lobby roaring with flame and it 
Was some minutes before fire companies 
could foree entrance at the main door. tion was being made to locate the 

Additional help was quickly sum- 
moned, bringing the total up to 34 
engine companies, 6 ladder companies, 
3 high pressure companies, 10 squad 


towers, and 10 








chief officers. These companies an- 
swered five alarms and two. special 
All but one of the squad com- 
panies of the Chicago Fire Department 
were mobilized. 

Firemen estimated that the fire had 
been burning twenty to thirty minutes 
before an alarm was given, although 
employees placed the delay at fifteen 
to twenty minutes while an investiga- 


source of smoke. 

Newspapers reported that the fire 
called to only 
four out of more than a dozen previous 
fires in this hotel. 


department had been 





International 

The interior of the cocktail lounge was the first of the 
spots where the fire was observed. Fire flashed quickly 
through the lounge and coffee shop and out into the lobby. 
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Press Association, Inc 


Twenty stories is a long way to the street, but some folks 
apparently attempted to make the descent on sheets. Per- 
haps fifteen to twenty persons jumped to death, many of 
whom might have been saved had they awaited rescue. 
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Acme 


With open stairways and corridors 
involved in flame and elevator shafts 
cut off, the majority of the La Salle 
guests descended fire escapes to safety 





International 


Firemen and civilians rescued hun- 


dreds of occupants of the capacity- 


filled, 1000-room La Salle Hotel. 





Press Asscciation, Inc 


Members of six aerial ladder com- 
panies raised hundreds of feet of ladder 
to rescue occupants of the six lower 
floors which were most seriously en- 
dangered Shown in the picture is the 
00-foot metal aerial of Truck 6 sta- 
tioned adjacent to the La Salle Hotel. 





Above 


A view of Dubuque’s Canfield Hotel where nineteen persons lost their lives in 


an early morning fire, June 9. Most deaths occurred in the old four-story brick-joisted 
section in the foreground. At the rear may be seen the newer, six-story, fire-resistive 


annex 


Below. 





Canfield Hotel 


= sweeping through a 50-year-old 
section of the Canfield Hotel in Du- 
buque, Iowa, on June 9, took nine- 
teen lives and left many other occu- 
pants missing or injured. 

The | first 


12:39 a.m., only a four-minute differ- 


alarm was given at 
ence from the fire which four days be- 
fore had swept the La Salle Hotel in 
Chicago. There were guests in the 
older, four-story section of the Can- 
field as well as the new, six-story, fire- 
resistive annex. Two persons died in 
unsuccessful attempts to jump to life 
nets although twenty-seven were thus 


Firemen prepare to carry an occupant to safety down Dubuque'’s 75-foot 
aerial ladder from fifth floor of hotel annex. 


AP Wirephotos 


saved, and’thirty-five by effective use 
of ladders. Flames cut off one of 
the exterior fire esgapes early in the 
fire. 

The Dubuque Fire Department con- 
sists of five engine companies and one 
aerial ladder, with two pumpers and a 
service truck in reserve. The depart- 
ment is known to be under-manned for 
the size of the city. An average of only 
twenty-five men are on duty. 

Fire fighters were forced to devote 
efforts exclusively to 
rescue work, permitting flames to race 
through the structure. 


their almost 


More detailed reports on these fires 
will appear in the July Quarterly. 
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40.000 bushels of grain were consumed on May 14 at the Gring-McCord Grain and 


Feed Mill in Farmer City, Il! 


Why the Cupboards Are Bare 


HIS spring has seen a series of fires 
involving food storage and manu- 
facture. Perhaps in less critical times 
the destruction of 13,000 eases of her- 
ring in Canada, a 4,000-barrel daily 


Illinois 


brought to a halt, a food storage ware- 


turnover in an flour mill 
house and forty carloads of food de- 
$100,000 
worth of rice gone up in smoke in 
these and 
would have been absorbed without a 
$45,000,000 


stroyed in Pennsylvania, 


Louisiana, similar losses 


ripple in the average 
monthly fire loss figure. 

But the world has a lean winter 
ahead. The United States has promised 
to share its insufficient food supplies 
with the millions abroad who have 
been tightening their belts throughout 
the war. They have reached the last 
notch and this country must conserve 


Alton, Ill., March 15 


and share every scrap from present 
supplies and the coming harvest. 
Every fire, large or small, involving 
food supplies means shiploads less to 
share and, inevitably, less here at home. 
No precaution should be overlooked 
that will insure the distribution of food 
where it is so desperately needed. 
There are some encouraging factors 
in the food situation. The U. 8. De- 
partment of Agriculture estimates the 
Nebraska winter wheat 
78,446,000 bushels, an amount almost 
double the 10-year average, 1934-43. 
H. M. Lehr, editor of the Self- 
Checker, published by the Nebraska 
Elevator 


crop. at 


Inspection Committee, 
pointed out to grain elevator operators 
the importance of conserving this anti- 
cipated food yield: 


“In view of the expected bumper 






















crop in the United States an! the 
knowledge that 500,000,000 peo) le are 
s the 
duty of every elevator operator to do 
everything within his power to con- 
serve our food supply. 

“An elevator which contains 5,000 


starving in the world, it becon 


bushels of grain and is destroyed by 
fire has lost more than the dollar value 
of that product. The food for many 
thousands of starving persons is lost. 

‘Perhaps the most important thing 
for an elevator operator to do is get 
his elevator into condition now. All 
motors and wiring should be thor- 
oughly inspected and repaired. All 
new employees should be given the op- 
portunity to learn the plant  thor- 
oughly, to become acquainted with the 
arrangement and location of fire fight- 
ing equipment and the care and main- 
tenance of this equipment. All em- 
ployees should be taught exactly what 
to do in case of fire, how to turn in the 
alarm and the procedure to follow in 
using the emergency equipment. Don’t 
overlook the routine inspection — the 
checking of the plant before closing at 
night and the posting of watchmen. 

“Elevator operators should notify 
their fire chief in case a small fire is dis- 
covered which they have put out them- 
selves — or think they have, but which 
may break out again after closing 
hours. Perhaps one of the most im- 
portant things an elevator operator can 
do after he has had a fire is to post a 
watchman to see that this fire does not 
break out again. Remember, you are 
doing more than protecting your prop- 
erty. You are protecting the food 
supply of starving people.” 

The following reports describe briefly 
some of the fires that have attacked 
United States and Canadian food 


reserves. 


HE Fleischman Company suffered 

a $293,000 loss in their eight-story 
malt house in Watertown, Wis., on 
March 1. 

The fire reportedly started in fans 
used to force air through drying kilns. 
The building was in full production at 
the time. Loss was almost complete 
to grain being processed in steep and 
germinating plants and in kiln dryers. 
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Sprinklers and mechanical dust col- f 


lectors recommended to plant author 
ities were never installed. 
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N Mareh 15, the Russell Miller 
Milling Company in Alton, Ill., 
had a production high of 4,000 barrels 
of four a day. On March 16, not one 
barrel of much-needed flour came off 
the delivery line. 

On Mareh 16 
around the 


an explosion shot 
flames dust 
rapidly, throughout the plant. 


and, 
Pro- 


duction was halted, with a delay of 


room 


eight minutes before the fire depart- 
ment was called. 

For no apparent reason, sprinklers, 
fully 
equipped, had been shut off during the 
first minutes of the fire. The fire doors 
were all closed, but fire passed through 


with which the plant was 


a small unprotected opening on one 
floor and spread throughout the build- 
ing. The loss in this fire was estimated 
at $1,485,000. 


= | © 


F there is a little less rice on the 

market, one reason may be the 
$250,000 fire in the Rickert Rice Mills 
in New Orleans, La., on March 30. 

Fire was discovered at 1:07 P.M. in 
the two-story, skeleton wood frame, 
corrugated asbestos-covered bin house 
above a two-story brick warehouse. 
The automatic sprinkler system had 
not been extended to the new bin 
building. 


A SEED granary in Winnipeg, 
Man., was gutted in a fire on 
April 5, which destroyed stocks of seed 
intended for UNRRA distribution in 
Europe. In food value the damage 
was inestimable, but the fire loss figures 
were reported to be $400,000. 

The two-story, wooden grain ele- 
vator was owned by Federal Grain, 


Ltd. 


* * * 


N East St. Louis, Mo., the National 

Oats warehouse, with a normal 
capacity of 600 tons of sacked grain 
products, was swept by fire on May 8. 
Estimated losses from this fire were 
placed at $450,000. 

In the course of the fire fighting, a 
wall collapsed and demolished an aerial 
ladder truck. The roof top gravity 
tank, primary source of water for the 
sprinkler system, became involved in 
fire and seriousty impaired the water 
supply available for fire fighting. 





CANNERY in Barre Center, 
+ N. Y., lost its entire stock of 
tomato puree for a baby food company 
in a fire on April 13. In addition, since 
the main building and an 
abutting warehouse were consumed, its 


cannery 


contribution to the food conservation 
program was halted just as the ecan- 
The 
loss reportedly amounted to $350,000. 

This unsprinklered 
joisted roof construction, half the walls 
were wood frame with simulated brick, 
asphalt siding and the remaining half 
of brick or concrete block. The cut-off 
between the warehouse and main build- 


hing séason was about to start. 


plant was of 


ing was merely a wooden wall. 


Cannery, Barre Center, N. Y., April 13 


Rice Mill, New Orleans, La., March 30 
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Baled hay, straw, grains, feeds and other 
scarce farm feed items were destroyed 
in this fire of May 14 in Ogden City, 
Utah. The cause of the blaze was not 
known 









































Extinguishing Blazing Gasoline 


Tank Trailer Truek 


A GASOLINE trailer truck carry- 
ing 4,100 gallons of 


gasoline 
caught fire on Highway No. 15, five 
miles south of Williamsport, Pa., on 
April 12. 

The photograph was taken before 
firemen got streams into operation. 
Three pumpers, a foam truck and a 
water tank truck with high pressure 
pump responded from South Williams- 
port and the Susquehanna Ordnance 
Depot. 

Chief Marvin E. Fischer of the Ist 
Ward Fire Company (NFPA member), 
of South Williamsport, reported suc- 
cess in controlling the fire with two 
streams their high 


from pressure 


pumper. The pumper arrived some 
forty-five minutes after the start of the 
fire, indicating that fog properly ap- 
plied has value in this type of fire. 

According to Chief Fischer’s report, 
the vehicle was engulfed in flames. The 
front cover had blown off the 22-foot- 
long tank unit. An intense flame was 
issuing from the vent. 

Before coping with the flammable 
liquid fire, it was necessary to control 
the fire in the cab of the vehicle. One 
high pressure line was concentrated on 
the cab with a stream operated half 
way between fog and solid jet. The 
other gun was used in like manner to 
cool the tank and control the fire under 
the truck. 

Immediately after cooling the cab, 
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which took approximately two min- 
utes, a fireman climbed on top and di- 
rected a semi-fog stream directly into 
the burning tank. In three minutes 
the tank blaze was out and the fire 
under control with a total of 150 gal- 
lons of water used. 

Forty-five minutes later a wrecking 
crew was able to remove the truck from 
An additional 200 gal- 
lons of water had been used, largely in 
cooling .the inside of the differential. 
Burning tires were extinguished in a 
few seconds with no flashback. News- 
papers placed the loss at $10,000. 


the highway. 


REKINDLES 


from HOT TOPICS 





Gentlemen: 

I read your article in FrrEMEN re- 
garding “Fighting That Gasoline Tank 
Truck Fire’ (May 1946) with great 
interest, and there are some questions 
concerning the life hazard which I 
would like to have answered. 

Namely, is there any great danger of 
a gasoline tank truck exploding §re- 
gardless of whether it is full or empty? 
I realize that if the tank was empty 
there would be much less chance of a 
fire being started, but if such was the 
case, what would be the procedure to 





follow for the safety of firemen and 
others? 


most hazardous things about such «4 


In other words, what are the 


fire with respect to human life? 
We are in a small town but we do 
trucks 


have several such 


through. 


pPussing 


Cerer IMer BELLINGE! 
Niagara Engine Co. No. 6 
Schoharie Fire Department 
New York 
g 
Dear Chief Bellinger: 

With further reference to your letter 
of May 17, gasoline tank trucks when 
constructed and maintained in accord- 
ance with recognized standards, sel- 
dlom, if ever, explode. J am enclosing a 
copy of the NFPA Ordinance on A uto- 
mobile Tank Trucks and Tank Trailers 
which gives our standards. — This 
NFPA ordinance has been largely used 
as a basis of the requirements of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission sind 
1 think that modern tank trucks are 
mostly constructed in accordance with 
these provisions. The main thing to 
prevent the danger of explosion from 
increased internal pressure is to pro- 
vide adequate safety relief valves. 
While modern trucks are constructed 
with relief valves, there are some older 
trucks which do not have adequate 
vents and there is always the possibil- 
ity, even with a modern truck, that 
the relief vent or valve might not oper- 
ate properly. Therefore, it is the part 
of wisdom to proceed cautiously in 
fighting a fire in a gasoline tank truck. 
The same advice applies in connection 
with any gasoline or oil tank fires. 

Gasoline, like many other materials, 
expands when heated and, unless there 
is some way to relieve the pressure, 
continuing expansion will eventually 
create so much pressure that the tank 
will give way. It should be noted, 
however, that a considerable period of 
time is needed to heat up the gasoline 
to the danger point and that there is 
thus very little danger of explosion in 
the early stages of the fire. I should 
explain that I am referring to the pos- 
sible bursting of the tank from internal 
pressure as distinguished from an ex- 
plosion of gasoline vapor and air which 
can occur at any time. An explosion of 
a mixture of gasoline vapor and air is 
most likely to occur in cases where 
there is a large leak or spill of gasoline 
which is not immediately ignited. This 
is something entirely different and I 
will not discuss it further, as I assume 


Continued on page 20 
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Disposal Program for War 
Surplus Explained to NFPA 


T the NFPA Annual Meeting in 
Boston on June 6, Mr. P. W. Van 
_of the U.S. War Assets Admin- 
istration, explained the government 
policy on disposal of some 8,800 cate- 


Orme! 


gories of war surplus items ranging 
from magnesium plants to furniture, 
clothing and other surplus military 
equipment. 

Mr. Van Ormer pointed out that 
government sales are on a “‘where-is, 
with the government 
merely giving title plus a guarantee 
that the item will be in the condition 
represented at the time of sale. 


as-is basis” 


All sales are made through the re- 
gional offices and inquiries should be 
made direct to the proper regional 
office. 

Mr. Van Ormer explained that a 
large number of surplus fire extin- 
guishers are to be disposed of but only 
to qualified and established dealers who 
can certify they have access to facilities 
for inspection and reconditioning of 
the extinguishers. This program was 
adopted to safeguard the publie against 
accidents from used fire extinguishers 
of doubtful condition. 

Mr. Van Ormer further pointed out 
that there is no known method of de- 
termining the possible dependability or 
expected life of the fire extinguishers 
built of substitute materials during the 
When 
new, these units performed about as 
well as standard models but may not 


period of wartime shortages. 


be expected to resist corrosion or last 


as long. 


Field offices of the War Assets Ad- 
ministration serve the following § re- 


gions: 


Region 1. (Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont. 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut) 
600 Washington St., Boston 11, Mass. 

Region 2. (New York and New Jersey). Em- 
pire State Building, New York, N. Y. 

Region 3. (Delaware, Pennsylvania, Maryland 
Virginia and the District of Columbia). 5th and 
Chestnut Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. , 

Region 4. (Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, and West 
Virginia.) 704 Race St., Cincinnati 2, Ohio. 

Region 5. (I!linois, Michigan, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Minnesota, Wisconsin.) 209 South 
La Salle St., Chicago 4. 

Region 6. (Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Missis- 
sippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Ten- 
nessee). 699 Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., Atlanta, 
Ga. 

Region 7. (Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, Okla- 
homa). Box 1407, Main & Lancaster Sts., Fort 
Worth, Texas 

Region 8. (Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska), 
Troost Ave. at Bannister Rd. and 95th St., Box 
1037, Kansas City, Mo. 

Region 9. (New Mexico, Utah, Colorado, 
Wyoming.) 728 15th St., Denver 2, Colo. 

Region 10. (California, Arizona, Nevada.) 30 
Van Ness Ave , San Francisco 2. 

Region 11. (Oregon, Montana, Idaho, Wash- 
ington.) 2005 Fifth Ave., Seattle 1, Wash. 





C-0-TWO DOES IT! 





1—Here’s the story of fire protection provided by the C-O-Two smoke detecting, 
fire isolating and extinguishing systems working together.No 

chance of flames spreading through open fire doors endan- 

5] : gering men and materials in surrounding areas. The C-O-Two 


fire isolating system makes sure that fire doors shut! 


2—The detector system sniffs in the first whiff of smoke and an alarm sounds. 
Instantly a pressure switch operated by carbon dioxide stops machines and ven- 


tilating fans and pressure releases close doors, windows or other openings. 


3—Then dry, inert, sub-zero carbon dioxide gas fills the space and it’s only a matter 
of seconds from the fire’s incipiency until it’s out for keeps. There’s no clean-up, 
no mop-up, no damage to material or machines. 


Parts of your plant may require this completely automatic fire protection. C-O-Two 
hose units or hand or wheeled portables are available for other 

hazards. Let C-O-Two fire protection engineers plan your complete 

protection program. There’s no obligation. 


C-0-Two Fire Equipment COMPANY 


AFFILIATED WITH PYRENE MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


Sales and Service in the Principal Cities of United States and Canada 


NEWARK 1 . NEW JERSEY 
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WHEREVER YOU FIND 
LIFESAVING AT ITS BEST 


The E & J 
RESUSCITATOR 
INHALATOR 
and 
ASPIRATOR 


There are important reasons why so many fire departments, 
hospitals and industrials have purchased additional E & | Resus- 
citators after successful experience with their first unit. These 
automatic breathing machines are built to include vital life 
saving features not found in other equipment. A comparison 
of other equipment and methods by your department will 
quickly reveal why the vast majority of fire departments have 
chosen the E & J. We invite your thorough investigation. 


E & J MANUFACTURING CO. 


GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA 
Pioneers and Specialists in Mechanical Artificial Respiration 


Drexel Bidg 17 E. 42nd St. 2144 N. Springticid Ave by OMe Co arte edi 
ET Cat Late) New York — Chicago Ceraita] 


BESTOP et 3032 W. 25th Ave 3900 Crandy Ave 5005 Euclid Ave 
Pittsburgh ort rts ers Tras Cleveland 
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Governor Dewey Approve 
New York State 
Safety Legislaiion 


N April 17, Governor Thomas E, 

Dewey approved four safety bills, 
two of which are of special interest to 
the fire service. Perhaps most impor- 
tant was an amendment to the execy- 
tive law establishing a Division of 
Safety in the Executive Department, 
and defining its functions, powers and 
duties. 

The Division of Safety will have 

bureaus relating to safety and accident 
prevention, fire mobilization and con- 
trol, and police mobilization and ae- 
tivities. The intent of the law is to pro- 
vide an agency for co-ordination of dif- 
ferent units of government engaged in 
safety matters. The bill confers powers 
upon the new division to set up pro- 
grams for local firemen. Advisory 
boards are to be appointed to assist the 
director and bureau heads in a formu- 
lution of policies and programs for the 
Safety Division. No appointments 
have as yet been made for the new 
division. 
_ The other act of special interest to 
the fire service is an amendment to the 
general municipal law with relation to 
mutual aid and outside service by fire 
and police forces and providing for 
municipal liability therefor. This act 
requires the head of the bureau of fire 
mobilization and training of the new 
Division of Safety to prepare a state 
fire mobilization and mutual aid plan 
and to appoint regional fire admin- 
istrators for each mutual aid zone in 
the state. These mutual aid plans 
would become operative upon the re- 
quest of municipal officials or when- 
ever the governor determines that pub- 
lie interest so requires. The law also 
requires standardization of hose thread 
or provision of adapters. 


Coming Events 

July 8-10—Oklahoma Fire College. 
13th Annual Short Course at 
Oklahoma A. & M. College, Still- 
water. 

July 14-19—17th Session of the 
Texas Firemen’s Training School 
at Texas A. & M. College, Coilege 
Station. 

July 22-25—16th Annual West 
Virginia State Fire School at Mor- 
gantown. 

July 23-25—Kentucky Firemen’s 
Association. 26th Annual Meet- 
ing and School at Paducah. 


August 5-9—8th Annual Pennsyl- 
vania Fire School at Lewistown. 
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A°D-T 
PERFORMANCE 


1945 


BURGLAR AND HOLDUP 
ALARM SERVICES 


Attacks on A. D. T. Protection . 

(An increase of about 50% over 1944) 

Entrances effected . ew 

Captures as result of burglar alarms. . . 509 
(An increase of 63% over 1944) 

Captures as result of holdup alarms . . . 54 
( An increase of 260% over 1944) 

Ratio of losses in attacks on A. D. T. Protection 
to insurable values protected . 1/100th of 1% 


Immunity from burglary loss 99 99/100ths % 


WATCHMAN’S REPORTING AND 
MANUAL FIRE ALARM SERVICE 


Investigations of failures of watchmen to signal 
Central Station on schedule. . . . . 241,842 


Total number of signals recorded 324,893,005 
. 99 93/100ths % 


Fire alarms from manual boxes . . . . 1,645 


Watchmen’s patrol efficiency . 


Insurable values of properties protected 
$15,166,367,000 


Ratio of fire losses to insurable values protected 
3/100ths of 1% 


99 97/100ths % 


Average fire loss immunity during the past ten 
yeoers . ss sc cs wo oe PRS 


Fire loss immunity in 1945 


SPRINKLER SUPERVISORY AND 
WATERFLOW ALARM SERVICE 


Supervisory alarms, indicating impairment of 
sprinkler systems . . .. . . - «+ 139,303 
Waterflow alarms, indicating fires or serious 
DEG <6 m4 eS Oe ee oe 
Insurable values of properties protected 
$7,149,469,000 
Ratio of fire and water losses to insurable values 
protected . 2/100ths of 1% 
Fire loss immunity in 1945 . 99 98/100ths % 
Average fire loss immunity during the past ten 
years . . 2 2 + 2 6 © 6 « 99 96/100 % 
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FEDERAL ELectric COMPANY, 


rom 


SIREN (G%) HEADQUARTERS 


FEDERAL 
traffik-king 
SIREN 


Oscillating or Flashing Red Light 
Single or Double Tone; Regular 


or Coaster with electric brake 


The powerful deep tone of Federal 
Sirens assures protection for ve- 
hicles and pedestrian, because its 
warning far ahead, 
above other traffic 


penetrates 
noises. In- 
stant starting, constant dependa- 


bility, as 
ie 
\ 


long, trouble-free 


Get details today. 






service 
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CLOTHING 
.. Midwestern 


This Midwestern Combination Suit, 
made of Vanitex, the modern water- 
proof fabric, is sold separately or to- 


gether. The “Mackinaw Coat” is a 
highly serviceable garment’ with 


flexible elastic inner sleeves; adjust- 
able collar strap, detachable wool 
lining, Midwestern safety snaps, 
two outside pockets, 6’’ storm flap 
and many other good features. 


Hundreds in use 
4 All over America 


Midwestern Bunker Pants 
with detachable wool lining, 
safety snap on adjustable 
belt, wide protecting flap, are 
sturdily constructed with re- 
inforced crotch for pole slid- 
ing. Write today. 
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its POWER clears the way! 





PRECISION-MACHINED 
ROTOR 


knife-edge 


thin, smooth 
blades 


bearings 
heavy duty 
6 or 12-volt 

motors 


WRITE for FREE BULLETINS 
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ball 


THIN SMOOTH 
BLADES 


on this and 
other FEDERAL Sirens 


FEDERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY, INC. 


8717 SOUTH STATE ST., CHICAGO 19, 


FIREMEN’S Rubber and Canvas 









ILL. 





ay 
| 
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Regular Firemen’s Boots, % length, available 
now. Available soon, regular Firemen’s Knee 
Boots. See your local Midwestern distributor 
for price and literature, or write the factory. 


Mackinaw Coats are Manufactured by 


MIDWESTERN 


MANUFACTURING CO. 
MACKINAW, ILLINOIS 







ls There Any Money in It? 
VOLUNTEER 
serve without 


part-time call firemen who serve for an 


fire fighters who 
compensation and 
hourly wage or a small annual fee sare 
understood to have joined the fire sery- 
ice for the rewards that it brings other 
than possible financial advantage. In 
many volunteer departments members 
pay for the privilege of joining the 
company and partaking of the fellow- 
ship of the fire fighters, sharing the 
duties 
as well as the pleasures and friendships 


, the dangers, the routine tasks, 
of which the fire department is the 
center. 

But what draws the paid fireman to 
the profession? Is it the wages he is 
paid for this work that requires the 
aptitudes of a mechanic, a carpenter, 
an engineer, a professional man, the 
endurance of an athlete, the willingness 
to face hardship and tackle many of 
the disagreeable jobs that other mem- 
Does the 


draw 


bers of the community avoid? 


professional fire fighter large 
wages for his willingness to assume re- 
risks and hazards? 


of the International 


sponsibility, 

A recent 
Fire Fighter, published by the Interna- 
Fire Fighters, 
listed the salaries received by firemen 


issue 


tional Association of 
and fire officers in most of the cities in 
the United States and Canada. Con- 
sidering the long hours worked by most 
firemen, very few fire fighters are earn- 
ing high wages measured on an hourly 
rate, despite recent pay increases in a 
number of cities. It is true that the 
pay in some of the top jobs may look 
big to some folks. But it is not large 
when compared with the pay of leaders 
in other lines. In many cases there is 
all too little spread between the pay of 
the officers and the men in the ranks. 
This slows down the incentive to pre- 
pare for promotion and makes it diffi- 
cult for the rank and file members to 
get increases to which they are entitled, 
particularly when firemen’s wages are 
compared with the pay of skilled work- 
men in other occupations. 

Formerly it was pointed out that fire 
department wages might be lower than 
those of other working men because of 
the security of their employment and 
the anticipation of receiving a pension. 
Now, however, through Social Security 
and other similar plans, all workmen 
are being brought under the system of 
worker security so that this advantage 
of the fireman is lessened, particularly 
as he contributes to his own pension 
fund. 
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The following data compiled from 
the figures in the J/nternational Fire 
Fighter will indicate the relative sal- 


aries of paid fire fighters in the larger 
cities as of January 1, 1946. Wages in 
each rank usually decrease somewhat 
as the size of the city decreases. This 
is, of course, due to the fact that the 
cost of living is usually higher in the 
larger cities and the smaller cities fre- 
quently are unable to pay maximum 
wages 

Among the thirty-nine cities of more 
than 250,000 population, the highest 
paid chief was in New York City 
$12,500); deputy chief, Chicago 
($7,488); captain, New York City 
$4,920); and maximum for firemen, 
New York City (83,420). The median 
salary figures for cities in this popula- 
tion group were: 


Chief $6,000 
Deputy Chief 4,620 
Captain 3,060 
Fireman (maximum) 2,500 


In fiftv-nine cities of 100,000 to 
250,000 population, the highest figures 
were: 

Chief (Yonkers, N. Y.) $6,500 

Deputy Chief (San Diego, 

Calif) 4,728 
Captain (Yonkers, N. Y.) 4,000 
Fireman (maximum) (San 

Diego, Calif.) 3,036 


The median salary in this group of 
cities Was: 


Chief $4,500 
Deputy Chief 3,540 
Captain 2,760 
Fireman (maximum) 2,400 


Median salary in thirty-eight cities 
of 75,000 to 100,000 population was: 


Chief $3,890 
Deputy Chief 3, 000 
Captain 2,520 
Fireman (maximum) 2, 220 


It will be realized that firemen in half 
of the cities in each population group 
are making less than the median figure 
and half of the cities are paying them 
more than the median figure. But on 
whichever side of the financial measur- 
ing stick a particular fire department 
may happen to be, none of the firemen 
are getting rich on the job, particularly 
in the smaller communities. Therefore, 
we must conclude that like his vol- 
unteer brother, the paid fireman is in 
the department for the love of the fire 
service more than for personal gain. 








INDIAN FIRE PUMPS 


ARE THE FASTEST WAY TO STOP 
INSIDE AND OUTDOOR FIRES! 


Finest Portable Extinguishers Ever Used“’ 


Here is a letter from a Fire Chief which erpresses in a few words hou 


much he thinks of his INDIAN FIRE PUMPS: 
D. B. Smith & Co., Utica, N. Y. 

The INDIAN FIRE PUMPS we have on our trucks are 
the finest portable extinguishers I have ever used. They 
are the quickest, most economical means of extinguishing 
grass, brush, rubbish, awning, roof and other fires. 

Very truly yours, 
FRANK MITCHELL, Chief, Hudson Fire Dept. 





INDIAN FIRE PUMPS 
are Replacing Soda-Acid 
Type Extinguishers 


In many rural and big city firedepartments 
INDIAN FIRE PUMPS are replacing 
soda acid extinguishers. INDIANS, using 
only clear water, do no damage to house 
furnishings and make no mess. The 5-gal. 
rust proof tank carries slung on the back 
leaving arms free for climbing ladders, etc. 
Easy pumping throws 40- to 50-foot pres- 
sure stream or nozzle adjusts to a spray. 


If you are now using INDIAN 
FIRE PUMPS we suggest you 
check up and see if you have 
an adequate supply on hand. 


If you are not using INDIAN 
FIRE PUMPS now we sug- 
gest you try them and learn for yourself what a great 


fire fighting job they will do. 


D. B. SMITH & CO., 411 Main St., UTICA, N.Y. 


Pacific Coast Agents 
Hercules Equipment & Rubber Co. f Fred E. Barnett Co. Fred E. Barnett Co. 


345 Brannan St., San Francisco 2006 S.E. 8th Ave., Portland, Oregon Broadway and Harris St., Eureka, Cal 


Mill & Mine Supply a Fred E Barnett Co. Roy S. Davis Co. 


2700 4th Ave. So., Seattle, Wash 600 Spring St., Klamath Falls, Ore. 617 E. 3rd St., 


Bingham & Hobbs Equip: Co.Ltd.) Canadian Agents | Puke Ewigment Co. 


s, Cal. 
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Chief Redmond Heads 


International Fire Fighters 


IVISION Fire Marshal John P. 

Redmond (NFPA member) was 
elected president of the International 
Association of Fire Fighters, AF-of L, 
at a meeting on May 22 of the Execu- 
tive Committee of that organization. 

Chief Redmond, a member of Local 
No. 2 of Chicago and vice-president of 
the Sth District of the IAFF, was se- 
lected to fill the unexpired term of the 
late president, Fred W. Baer. 

Chief Redmond is a member NFPA 
Committee on Dust Explosion Hazards 
and has been a leading exponent of fire 
department training, having appeared 
on numerous fire school programs. 





Virginia’s Town 
Fire Departments 


Munici- 

palities has printed a survey of 
information regarding town fire depart- 
ments in the state. The bulletin an- 
swers such questions concerning Vir- 
ginia’s fire department organization in 
the towns as: 


HE League of Virginia 


How is the department supported or 
maintained? 

How are 
pensated? 

What kind of insurance do you carry 


firemen paid or com- 


for the department? 

Does the department have a ladies’ 
auxiliary? 

The bulletin, “Information Regard- 
ing Town Fire Departments,” may be 
obtained from the League of Virginia 
Municipalities, 902 Travelers Building, 
Richmond 19, Va., at a cost of 25 cents. 
It is distributed at no charge to Vir- 
ginia municipal officials. 


“‘Making Water Wetter,’’ by Alfred 
N. Henschel, March 1946. 
“Fire Safety where Crowds Congre- 


gate,” by Warren Y. Kimball, 
October 1945. 


“Rural Fire Control,’’ by Henry Giese, 
August 1945. 

“Spontaneous Ignition in Hay,”’ by 
Courtnay P. Worthington, Decem- 
ber 1944. 

“Fire Station Design,’’ by George E. 


Robinson, October 1944. 

These reprints from FrREMEN and 
Volunteer Firemen are available at 10 
cents a copy from the Publications 
Department of the NFPA, 60 Battery- 
march Street, Boston 10. 
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FORETHOUGHT... 


Reporters seldom mention the lives saved and the 
property loss prevented by Chiefs and Assistants 
whose forethought has nipped an incipient fire disas- 
ter in the bud. 


Few realize, either, that back of such forethought 
lie hundreds of hours of study, training and practice 
. . . and the careful accumulation of Fire Fighting 
Equipment that must be dependable when disaster 
strikes. 


































Such dependability is inherent in Hale Fire Pumps 
—not by chance, but by forethought and by constant 
research resulting in constant improvement. 











Write now for up-to-date information on 
Hale Fire Pumps ... built in all standard 
sizes. 


HALE 
FIRE PUMP COMPANY 
Conshohocken, Pa. 




















Better 
FIRE STATIONS 


with (iRcUL= 


THE AIR-CONDITIONING 


FIRE HOSE DRYER 


We’re sure you want your new stations to be of Modern Design . . . 
lined houses in keeping with the times . . . 





simpler, strem- 
with better lighting, heating, adequate 
alarm systems, finer apparatus and FASTER HOSE DRYING. In eliminating the 
costly, ugly hose tower of the “gay 90’s” CIRCUL-AIR improves building appearance 
and lowers construction cost. Efficient and practical for large central stations, they 
are ideal for “bungalow” type houses, for villages, townships and fire districts where 
time-saving, space and costs are decisive factors. 








BETTER HOSE DRYING 
for OLD STATIONS do! 


Without adequate drying equipment, or 
with towers in need of repairs they are 
most economical and efficient. Cheaper 
than a tower, more compact than a drying 
rack, faster and easier to use than either. 


ASK A CHIEF WHO HAS ONE 


Or Write for Descriptive Booklet 




































































The RS Corporation 
NEW ADDRESS 
575 E. Milwaukee “ Detroit 2 
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@ Soon after the birth of the automo- 
tive industry, Mack put America’s first 
commercial gasoline vehicle on the 
road. And since 1910 Mack has pio- 
neered in fire engineering. Mack firsts 
have become standards for the fire 
apparatus industry. Now, the modern, 
powerful Mack fire equipment brings 
more new firsts within reach of pro- 
gressive communities. 


Fighting “FIRSTS” 


as 





Type 75 pumper, 750-gallon capacity, . 
first to be designed with two rear discharge gates 
eee canopy-cab arrangement seats seven crewmen, 


Look at a Few of Mack’s Significant if your community needs addi- 


Fire Fighting Firsts! 


@ left-hand drive 

@ Power-actuated brakes 
@ Four-wheel brakes 

@ Heat-interchanger for cooling pumpers af i Ls 3 

@ Filtration of gasoline, oil, and air 

@ Thermostatic temperature control ra P P a As fas Ui U i. 
@ Radiator shutters 

@ low chassis suspension 

@ Pressure-volume centrifugal pumps 
® Mechanical aerial ladder hoists 

© Water-carrying pumpers 

® Fire apparatus with inclosed body 


tional fire-fighting equipment 
or replacements, think of 
Mack. Remember, Mack Fire 
Apparatus is backed by the 
greatest engineering resources 


in the industry. 





MACK MANUFACTURING CORPORATION, FIRE ENGINE DEPARTMENT, 
LONG ISLAND CITY 1, N. Y¥. 


Take your fire protection problem to your THE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY’S SOth 
ack representative. He’ll help you get the 
Yest and it will cost you less in the long run. ANNIVERSARY IS MACK’S 46th! 
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BEFORE ASPHYXIA 
STRIKES 


Prepare for it with the 





EMERSON 
RESUSCITATOR 


Before you have men knocked out 
or perhaps killed with smoke or 
gas suffocation, get your protec- 
tion ready. And make it the best 
protection that money can buy. 
The more you study the experi- 
ence of fire department leaders in 
life-saving, the more you will in- 
sist on the EMERSON RESUSCI- 
TATOR, INHALATOR AND 
ASPIRATOR. 


Write for literature or for a 
demonstration at your 
next meeting 


J. H. EMERSON CO. 


24 Cottage Park Ave., 


Cambridge, Mass. 


Representatives in Principal Cities 
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National Fire Protection 
Association, International 


Associate Membership 
VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY SECTION 
$10 annual dues) Eligible 


(1) all bona fide volunteer fire organiza- 
tions in any community. 


2) all fire departments and companies 
in communities of less than 25,000 popula- 
tion 


(3) all industrial fire brigades 

Member volunteer fire companies receive 
ten copies of FIREMEN magazine each month, 
mailed to the homes of individual firemen. 
Beyond. the ten, additional copies of FIRE- 
MEN cost $1 per year. 

Volunteer Fire Company Section members, 
receive at their headquarters, one copy of 
all publications sent to NFPA associate mem- 
bers 


ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP ($10 annual dues) 
Eligible: Individual fire department officers, 
tiremen, and others interested in fire safety 
NFPA associate members in the fire service 
receive: one copy of FIREMEN magazine 
monthly, the NFPA Quarterly, the monthly 
News Letter, technical standards, popular 
bulletins and posters 
All associate members have one vote in 
Association affairs 
New members: Volunteer Fire Com- 
pany Section 
UNITED STATES 
Woodstock Volunteer Fire Assn., So. 
Woodstock, Conn. 
Washington Township Volunteer Fire 
Dept., Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Liberty Fire Dept., Liberty, Ind. 
Halifax Fire Dept., Halifax, Mass. 
Brielle Fire Co., Brielle, N. J. 
Union Volunteer Fire Dept., Co. No. 1, 
Union, N. J. 
McArthur Fire Dept., McArthur, Ohio 


CANADA 
Cloverdale Volunteer 
Cloverdale, B. C. 
Fraser Companies, Ltd., Edmundston, 
N. B. 

Liverpool Fire Dept., Liverpool, N. 3. 
Shelburne Volunteer Fire Dept., Shel- 
burne, N. 3. 
Trenton Steel 

Trenton, N. 3. 
Canadian Pacific Railway Co., Mont- 
real 3, Que. 
Town of Rosthern Fire Dept., Ros- 
thern, Sask. 


Fire Brigade, 


Works Fire Dept., 


¥ -* »& 


Rekindles from Hot Topics 


Continued from page 12 


that your inquiry pertains only to the 
situation when a tank truck is already 
on fire. 

The best precaution against the ex- 
plosion of the tank is to keep it cool. 
This can readily be done by playing a 
hose stream on the outside of the tank 
so as to wet as much of the surface as 
possible. A solid stream is just as good 
for this purpose as water spray. A 


solid stream will require more water 
but has the advantage of a greater 
range, thus permitting operation from 
a safe distance. Sometimes when it js 
not possible to extinguish the fire, g 
tank truck can be allowed to burn it- 
self out without doing any damage to 
other property and without danger of 
exploding, if a hose stream is played 
continually on the tank. This may, in 
some instances, take a number of hours 

Of course, if the fire can be ex- 
tinguished immediately with fog or 
carbon dioxide or foam, there is no 
special need for keeping the tank cool, 
Whenever there is any delay in im- 
mediate extinguishment, the — tank 
should be cooled, if at all possible. Ade- 
quate cooling will almost certainly 
prevent explosion due to internal pres- 
sure. In this connection it should be 


noted that such explosions often occur 


after the fire has been burning a con- 
siderable length of time—perhaps an 
hour or more. In a number of in- 
stances, spectators have been fatally 
burned from the rupture of gasoline 
tanks in fire after the tanks have been 
burning for some time and crowds of 
spectators have congregated. 

One additional element of safety in 
fighting these fires is to approach the 
tank from the side rather than from the 
end. The ends of cylindrical tanks are 
inherently weaker than the sides and 
when a tank explodes it is usually the 
end that lets go rather than the sides. 
I would usually have no hesitancy in 
approaching a burning tank truck on 
the sides, but I would not stand di- 
rectly behind or in front of it. 

I might close with the remark that 
the danger of explosion in tank trucks 
is actually rather slight and assuming 
common sense fire fighting procedures, 
such as have been outlined in FireMeEN 
Magazine and in this letter, are used, | 
do not think that any fire department 
would be exposed to any undue per- 
sonal hazard in fighting the ordinary 
gasoline tank truck fire. 


RoBeErT 8S, Mouton 
Technical Secretary. 


* x * 


IRE CHIEF JAMES GAMBLE of 

Perth, Ont., who recently cele 
brated his seventy-eighth birthday, has 
been a member of the local volunteer 
fire department for fifty-seven years, 
thirty of which he has been chief. He 
celebrated his birthday by attending 
a fire. 
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@ In the Mid-West—a Hardie Pump and Gun are on 
the job in this Fog Fire Fighter. 

Heart of the Hardie system is a powerful High Pres- 
sure Big Capacity Pump—designed to deliver 800 
P.S.I. at slow speed, smoothly, quickly, continuously. 
This means dependability in long sustained operation, 
slow wear, long life and freedom from service troubles. 

The right gun is equally important! Specify a Hardie 
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ck on | Fog Gun and you'll get the most out of any Fog Fighter 
uid: § unit. One hand control—a mere pressure of the fingers 

' delivers the exact stream the job needs at the time, @ The Hardie Seaieaial LCXA Pump 
k that | f h d l di d —— fj l delivers 60 gallons per minute 2-gun 
trucks @ OM a Hard, long istance driving stream to a finely capacity at 800 P. S. I. at 130 R. P. M. 
amin | atomized fog. 
dures, Hardie Pumps and Fog Guns are supplied by leading 
a ' manufacturers of fire control equipment. Write for 
aia » catalog and complete data. 
fe per- THE HARDIE MFG. COMPANY 
dinary J Hudson, Michigan Los Angeles, Calif. Portland, Oregon 

Canadian Distributor C. W. LEWIS, Grimsby, Ontario 
TON 

t —— 

‘gh gel UMPS AND FOG suns @ The Hardie Imperial XCXX Pump 

¢ ie e delivers 35 gallons per minute 1-gun 

BLE of or e Fi ht s capacity at 800 P.S. I. at 118 R.P.M. 
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7 ELECTRIC 


“US. PLANTS 


These rugged 1,500 watt units were de- 
signed to fire department specifications — 
built to meet every need. Dependable, 
quick-starting, 4-cycle engine. Positive 
lubrication. Automatic voltage regula- 
tion. No fussing to mix gasoline and oil. 
Compact — an easy load for two men. 


Larger and smaller sizes are also available 
Write for information 


UNITED STATES MOTORS CORP. 


424 NEBRASKA ST. OSHKOSH, WIS. 
ETT ARE a ES 


Akron Brass Mfg. Co., Inc. 
American Die & Tool Co., Inc. 3 
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American District Telegraph 
Co. ps ae ee ee ere 15 
American-La France-Foamite 23 
John Bean Mig. Co. 24 
The Circul-Air Corp. . 18 
C-O-Two Fire Equipment Co. . 13 
W.S. Darley &-Co. 4 
E & J Mfg. Co. 14 
J. H. Emerson Co. 20 
Federal Electric Co., Inc. 16 
The Gamewell Co. 27 


Great American Industries, Inc., 
Ward LaFrance Truck Div. . 28 













Hale Fire Pump Co. 18 
The Hardie Mfg. Co. . 21 
Walter Kidde & Co., Inc. i 
Mack Mfg. Corp. . 19 
Midwestern Mfg.Co. . . 16 
Mine Safety Appliances Co. . 25 
D. B. Smith & Co... 17 


United States Motors Corp. 






When you write to advertisers, 
please mention Firemen 
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Akron Brass Acquires Fognozl 


Akron Brass Mfg. Company, Ine., of 
Wooster, Ohio, manufacturer of fire 
fighting equipment, has purchased the 
physical assets and exclusive patent 
rights of the Fog Nozzle Company of Los 
Angeles, California Hereafter Fog 
Nozzle Company will be operated under 
the name Fog Nozzle International Inc., 
a separate subsidiary wholly owned by 
Akron Brass Mfg. Company, Ine. 

With the acquisition of Fog Nozzle 
Company, Akron Brass not only increases 
its line of products, but also considerably 
broadens the sales possibilities through 
the industrial applications of Fog Nozzle 
products and kindred Akron Brass prod- 
ucts. The combined line will also in- 
crease coverage to municipalities 





Fyr-Fyter Buys Buffalo 


Roscoe C. Iddings, president of the 
Fyr-Fyter Co. of Dayton, Ohio, and 
Charles H. Stephens, president of the 
Buffalo Fire Appliance Corp., Buffalo, 
have announced that the Fyr-Fyter Co. 
has acquired all the outstanding common 
stock of the Buffalo Fire Appliance Corp. 

Both companies manufacture portable 
and wheeled fire extinguishers, and the 
Buffalo corporation also manufactures 
motor fire apparatus. It is the opinion of 
both presidents that the combined re- 
search and manufacturing facilities will 
enable each company to offer a broader 
line of products and to render a more 
efficient service. 

The Buffalo Fire Appliance Corp. will 
continue as a separate entity with Mr. 
Stephens as President and Arthur G 
Sullivan as Vice-President 





Thornton Tandem Issues Manual 


The prevention of one spinning wheel 
from stalling a vehicle, has been an ob- 
jective of automotive engineers for many 
years. That this objective has finally 
been achieved is convincingly demon- 
strated in a new and interesting 32-page 
manual recently published by the Thorn- 
ton Tandem Co., 8701-8797 Grinnell 
Ave., Detroit 13, Mich. This copiously 
illustrated booklet gives complete in- 
formation about the “Thornton Auto- 
matic-Locking Differential.’’ This device, 
which is interchangeable with the conven- 
tional differential assembly, overcomes 
the one weakness of the conventional dif- 
ferential — that of permitting one spin- 
ning wheel to stall the vehicle. Installed 
on fire apparatus it provides positive 
traction to both rear wheels which is of 
particular importance to fire departments 
which operate in rural areas, off hard 
paved highways, or on poorly plowed 
roads in winter. A copy of the descrip- 
tive manual will be sent without charge 
to any fire department officer requesting 
one on official letterhead. Address your 
request to the manufacturer, attention of 
Mr. S. F. Baker. 


New Cardox Unit 


The Cardox Corp. of Chicago has re- 
cently announced a new model whe: led 
portable fire extinguishing unit with a 
capacity of 750 pounds of liquid carbon 
dioxide. The unit is known as the 
“Cardox Transitank”’ and a unique fea- 
ture is its extremely high application 
rate of 300 pounds of carbon dioxide per 
minute from a single nozzle. In the 
‘“*Transitank,”’ liquid carbon dioxide is 
stored in a refrigerated and insulated 





pressure vessel at a constant temperature 
of O°F. and 300 Ibs. p.s.i. Because of its 
large capacity and quick mobility, one 
‘“Transitank”’ can protect several haz- 
ards. The unit is equipped with 50 feet 
of hose and a squeeze valve that gives 
instant control of the gas discharge 
Refilling of the ““Transitank”’ is by means 
of Cardox transport trucks which pump 
liquid carbon dioxide directly into the 
unit. 





R.C.A. Issues Catalog of 
Fire Dept. Radio Equipment 


Radio Corporation of America has re- 
cently published an attractive catalog 
describing its FM Communication Equip- 
ment which has been designed especially 
for Police and Fire Departments and 
other agencies authorized to operate in 
the 26-42 megacycle band. The catalog 
gives detailed information on 1-way, 
2-way, and 3-way mobile communica- 
tions systems. A copy will be sent to any 
fire department officer requesting one on 
official stationery. Address your request 
to R.C.A. Victor Division, Communica- 
tions Equipment Section, Camden, N. J 





Circul-Air Moves to Larger Quarters 


The Circul-Air Corporation manu- 
facturers of the electro-mechanical fire 
hose dryer announces the removal of its 
offices to its new building recently com- 
pleted at 575 East Milwaukee St., De- 
troit 2, Mich. The new location provides 
the growing corporation with larger 
quarters making it possible for them to 
better serve their fire department and 
industrial customers. 
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Write for detailed information ... it is free and no obligation. 


AMERICAN-[AFRANCE-FOAMITE (}ORPORATION 


ELMIRA. NEW YORK, U. S. A. 


TORONTO, 9, ONTARIO.’\CANADA 
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FOG FIRE FIGHTERS 


























A steady stream of FMC High- sure (850 lbs.) pump—built by 



















Pressure Fog Fire Fighters con- Bean and powered by the FMC | Gen 
tinues to leave the Bean plant to never-fail pump drive. <i chel 
re : at ; . i ° cani 
satisfy orders pouring in from all — two; The FMC Fog Fire Gun and HAMLIN, N. Y. Standard FMC Fog Fire Fighter | stef 
parts of the country. real high-pressure hose, designed recently delivered se eae oo Dept. oral 
With FMC high-pressure equip- for rugged duty. Also the patented ; van 
ment ... approved by Under- FMC hose couplings. fire 
writers’ Laboratories ... you get — TyREE. The assistance of a new one 
everything you need to knock and revolutionary FIRE FIGHT- } oe 
down fires—fast! ING TECHNIQUE and our Fire ind 
ONE: The famous FMC high-pres- — School training. : ; - and 
HARPURSVILLE, N. Y. Sandard FMC Fog Fire | °° 

INVESTIGATE! WRITE FOR INFORMATION Fighter recently delivered to Colesville Fire Co, doe 

Tyee sr re yOu 

) Bul 


EVERY TYPE FOG PATTERN 
: with the new FMC Fog Fire 

A pk fo , Gun, patented by Bean. Pro- 

CT mead heated vides every fog pattern you 
need for high-pressure work. 
One man can handle—easily. 


le 


GASTON, IND. Standard FMC Fog Fire Fighter 
ees delivered to Washington Township Fire 
ept. 


MT. MORRIS, ILL. Standard FMC Fog Fire Fighter recently 
delivered to Mt. Morris Community Fire Dept. Complete in 
every respect, this type unit carries its own water supply— 
provides two guns of 30 gallons each at 600 Ibs. or more 
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-PRESSURE FOG FIRE FIGHTER | : 
HIGH ‘ 
CAN BE MOUNTED ON MOST STANDARD TRUCK CHASSIS ti 





FOOD MACHINERY CORPORATION 
JOHN BEAN MFG. CO., 726 HAZEL ST., LANSING 4, MICH. ©  BEAN-CUTLER DIVISION, 426 JULIAN ST., SAN JOSE, CALIF, 


BUILDERS OF BEAN HIGH-PRESSURE PUMPS FOR OVER 60 YEARS 
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OXYGEN 
BREATHING 
APPARATUS 


Generating its own oxygen from a 


| chemical contained in a replaceable 


canister, CHEMOX represents a long 


'step forward in complete respiratory 
| protection for the fire fighter — an ad- 


} 


vance receiving widest recognition by 
fire departments everywhere. Giving 
one hour's protection in unbreathable 
air, and weighing only 13/2 Ibs. com- 
plete, CHEMOX uses no oxygen cyl- 
inders, high pressure valves or fittings, 
and is as simple to put on and wear as 
a gas mask. One replaceable canister 
does the whole job, making the oxygen 
you need, as you breathe! Write for 
Bulletin BM-8. 


M.S.A. 


DEMAND MASK 


Here is utmost simplicity combined 
with practical utility in a cylinder-type 
mask for emergency service—designed 
and built by M.S.A. to high standards 
inevery respect! Providing respiratory 
protection for the user in highly gase- 
ous or Oxygen deficient atmospheres, 
the Demand Mask supplies oxygen or 
air from a refillable cylinder through a 
demand regulator—for a period of from 
one-half to approximately one hour’s 
duration, depending on service condi- 
tions. Just put it on, open a valve, and 
breathe! Ask for Bulletin BM-7. 


As/Di 
VRITE for a practical demonstra- 
f this modern protectien 


quipmen?,. 





e In Flammable Liquids 
ein Electrical Equipment 


All Kidde Hand Portable Extinguishers work the same simple, natural way: 
Aim the nozzle. Pull the trigger. Kill the fire. 


It’s Just As Easy As THatT! e 
Kidde Portables are safe to use, sure in action against incipient fires in flammable 
liquids or electrical equipment. With carbon dioxide capacities from 2 to 20 


pounds, they pack the punch that knocks out small lab blazes or relatively severe 
industrial fires. 


The dry inert carbon dioxide discharged by Kidde Portables cannot damage 
equipment, nor contaminate liquids. No after-fire mess or moisture. 


Your Jarger hazards may call for Kidde Wheeled Units or Systems. But at the 
smaller danger spots—keep a Kidde Portable within easy reach! 


Ask a Kidde representative for details. Better still, place your order now. 


Walter Kidde & Company, Inc. + 756 Main Street, Belleville 9, New Jersey 


> 


The word “’Kidd>" ond the Kiddo socal ore trade-marks of Walter Kidde & Company, Inc. 


THIS ADVERTISEMENT IS ONE OF A SERIES APPEARING CURRENTLY IN INDUSTRIAL PUBLICATIONS 
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The FIRE ALARM FACTOR 


In any well organized system of fire defenses the efficiency of any factor should equal 
that of any other factor. hence. the efficiency of the Fire Alarm System 


should equal that of Water Supply and Fire Department. 


But — does YOURS? In most cities the fire alarm system falls far short of this 
evaluation. Yet. the extinguishing agencies cannot go into action until the alarm is 
given and consequently the value of these factors is depreciated in direct proportion 


to the deficiency in the Fire Alarm Factor. 





The U. S. Chamber of Commerce has stated that few cities in the country have enough 
fire alarm boxes . . . the Underwriters have repeatedly stated that the desired factors 
of accessibility, reliability and promptness can best 
be obtained in their highest form only in a reliable. 


modern fire alarm telegraph system. Why not find 


ee 





out how good your City’s Fire Alarm System is, and 
— if deficiencies are found to exist — YOU, as a 


citizen, have a right to urge the municipal authori- 





ties to include Fire Alarm Improvements in their 


Post-War Plans. 





Write for pamphlet entitled —- “The Fire Alarm Factor” 


THE GAMEWELL COMPANY 


NEWTON UPPER FALLS 64, MASSACHUSETTS 


In Canada: Northern Electric Company, Limited, Montreal 


THIS MIGHT BE THE BEST PUMPER 
FOR youre COMMUNITY 


eh 


ae 
Will your next purchase be engineered for your community? LA FRANCE 


Let's face the facts. For maximum performance your com- 
munity must have fire apparatus that is specially engineered 
to meet your own local conditions. Over twenty-five years of 
specialized fire apparatus engineering assures pumper per- 
formance that is predetermined — an exact fit for your needs. 


FAMOUS FEATURES 


| 
| 
| @ Full powered 6 cylinder engines de- 
| signed specifically for fire fighting 
| apparatus assure dependable pump 
Write today for experienced recommendations on a | performance under all conditions. 
pumper to fit your community's particular situation. | There is no “paper horsepower” in a 
WARD LaFRANCE. 
Exceptional maneuverability gained by 
| special front axle construction. Variable 
| rear axle ratios to suit local perform- 


WARD LAFRANCE TRUCK DIVISION 
Great American Industries, Inc. 


ance requirements — speed for level 
country; climbing ability for hilly 
country. 
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